
8   Neurology now  •  july/august 2010	 www.neurologynow.com

Lette rs 

@Your 
Service
YOUR VOICES
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: Correspondence 
for publication on this Letters page must 
include name, address, and daytime phone 
number, and may be edited for purposes 
of space and clarity. It should be e-mailed 
to neurologynow@lwwny.com, faxed to 
646-674-6500, or mailed to 333 Seventh 
Ave., 19th Floor, New York, NY 10001.

PERSONAL ESSAYS: The Speak Up essay is a 
forum for people who live with neurological 
conditions and those who care for them. 
Submissions should be kept to 600 words 
and sent to the addresses above.

ASK THE EXPERTS: If you have a question for 
a doctor to answer in our Ask the Experts 
department, send it to the addresses above.

Subscriptions
You may order a subscription—available 
for free to individuals with a neurological 
disorder and their families and caregivers—
through the following methods.

PHONE: Call 1-800-422-2681 

POSTCARD: Fill out one of the cards bound 
into this issue and return it by mail or fax.

ONLINE: Visit our website (neurologynow.
com) and click on the subscription link.

SUBSCRIPTION CHANGES: For change of 
address, call 1-800-422-2681 or e-mail  
now@computerfulfillment.com.

BACK ISSUES: E-mail requests to 
now@computerfulfillment.com.

WEBSITE
neurologynow.com features an electronic 
version of the print magazine, dating 
to our premiere issue. The site also 
offers publication information, resource 
links, and web-exclusive content.
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Cindy McCain
Thank you for the article 
about Cindy McCain in the 
May/June 2010 issue. Chronic daily mi-
graines have cost me my job, my health 
insurance, and my 401K. I have tried more 
than a dozen different medications, none of 
which work for me, partly because of other 
conditions I have (including epilepsy).

Mrs. McCain is correct that the “mother 
of four in a small rural community” might 
not be able to afford doctors like she can. 
So, I continue to live my life in the hopes 
that someday researchers will find a cure.

—Sherry Watson
Greenwood, SC 

Brain Death
I just finished reading “Making Sense of 
Brain Death” from the May/June 2010 
issue and found it comforting—almost. 
My son was born not breathing and un-
responsive 2.5 years ago. We were in-
formed by the neonatologist that our son 
was severely brain injured and told that 
there was a “small window of opportu-
nity” to withdraw support and provide 
only palliative care so that we would not 
be burdened with a special-needs child. 
Sadly, it just isn’t true that families are 
never asked to “pull the plug” on some-
one who is alive. A neurologist told us 
that the tests indicated brain death, but 
he was not definitive about it. 

At seven days of life our baby pulled 
out the vent himself and cried. He’s a 
wonderful boy with a vibrant personal-

ity who just happens 
to have quadriplegic 

cerebral palsy. 
It is encouraging that the guidelines 

described in the article exist. I hope they 
will be used. 

—Angelia Mercer
Troup, TX 

Driving and Dementia
I read your story on driving and dementia 
with interest. In the last few years, both of 
my parents’ ability to drive declined. My fa-
ther’s was due to Alzheimer’s, my mother’s 
due to other health problems. Three doc-
tors chose not to report my father to the 
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV). Fi-
nally I did, and his license was revoked. 

In my state, doctors are required to 
report to the DMV any patients who are 
diagnosed with dementia. Even with this 
requirement, many doctors refuse to report 
patients out of fear that it will upset them. 

—Sheryl “Rustie” Rothstein
Encino, CA 

Speak Up
Sari Friedman’s poem “Advanced Life 
Skills” from the May/June 2010 issue cap-
tures so much of what I and many other 
traumatic brain injury (TBI) survivors ex-
perience. She is very courageous to write 
and share her poetry. My TBI was in 1999 
and I’ve been writing poetry for 10 years. I 
appreciate Sari’s talent, struggle, and joy.

—Bernie Greenberg
The Villages, FL
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Breaking News on the Neurology Now Web site
The Neurology Now Web site (neurologynow.com) has several new features. 
The first is our “Breaking News” area of the site, which includes Web-exclusive 
stories with original reporting to keep you informed about the world of neurol-
ogy in between issues of the print magazine. The second feature is our “Letters 
to the Editor” section of the site. We receive hundreds of letters, emails, poems, 
essays, and suggestions for coverage, and we read each and every one. Although 
we don’t have the space to print all of them in the magazine, we are posting as 
many as we can to the Web site. Please visit us online and join the conversation.
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